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School meals are an essential investment �]�v���š�Z�����(�µ�š�µ�Œ�����}�(�����u���Œ�]�����[�•��children. They are proven to boost 
academic achievement, improve student behavior and health, and combat food insecurity and obesity. 
School meal programs are at a perilous juncture since Congress has allowed critical federal assistance to lapse 
while financial, operational and complex regulatory challenges escalate. 
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